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› EU Regulation 2022/2371 on Serious Cross-
Border Threats to Health established legal 
framework for designating EU Reference 
Laboratories in Public Health

› Setup of EURL-PHs in several rounds

Establishment of EURLs for PH
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› Selected in Fall 2024
› Currently in grant agreement stage

› Official start in December 2025/January 2026
› Designated for a period of 7 years

Current progress
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› National Reference Laboratories for Public Health (NRLPHs) of EU 
member states

› Non-EU countries officially associated with EU4Health programme
& part of the ECDC disease network (FWD-Net)

› Ongoing discussions at European Commission regarding 
participation of non-EU countries in EURL activities 

Network laboratories of EURL-PH-FWDB
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Purpose of the EURL-PH-FWDB
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Improve coordination and collaboration

Harmonize diagnostics and surveillance

Provide training and technical support

Foster international collaboration

Strengthen EU health response

Improve coordination and collaboration

Harmonize diagnostics and surveillance

Provide training and technical support

Foster international collaboration

Improve coordination and collaboration

Harmonize diagnostics and surveillance

Provide training and technical support

Improve coordination and collaboration

Harmonize diagnostics and surveillance

Improve coordination and collaboration



› Campylobacter spp. 
› Listeria monocytogenes
› Salmonella spp.
› Shigella spp. 
› Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC)

› Yersinia spp. (excluding Yersinia pestis)
› Vibrio spp. 
› Other FWDB that might become of relevance

Target pathogens
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Work packages (WPs) (1)
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› WP1: Coordination
– Coordination of activities with network laboratories and ECDC
– Organization of network meetings for network laboratories
– Coordination with other EURLs and other relevant initiatives

› WP2: Dissemination and communication
– Communication with network laboratories and relevant stakeholders
– Dissemination of EURL output to network laboratories and relevant 

stakeholders
– Evaluation of EURL activities



Work packages (WPs) (2)

9
20 May 2025
EURL Salmonella workshop 2025

› WP3: Support to network laboratories
– Provision of reference diagnostics and genotypic & phenotypic characterization 

services for network laboratories
– Provision of reference materials to network laboratories
– Provision of scientific advice and technical support to network laboratories 

› WP4: External Quality Assessment (EQA) schemes
– Planning of EQAs
– Provision of EQAs on target pathogens (1 EQA per pathogen annually)



Work packages (WPs) (3)
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› WP5: Scientific advice
– Participation in ECDC-EFSA Advisory Board meetings
– Provision of scientific advice to ECDC on topics concerning target pathogens
– Provision of information, guidance and/or support to ECDC in outbreak 

situations 
– Contribution to ECDC risk assessments

› WP6: Training
– Organization of in-person trainings and scientific or technical webinars



Overview EURL setup
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Examples specifically for Salmonella
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› Provision of reference diagnostics and genotypic & phenotypic 
characterization of Salmonella isolates 

› Provision of strains, advice and troubleshooting on methodology 
and result interpretation, support in setting up tests, etc.

› EQAs on AST/AMR, serotyping, cluster analysis, bioinformatic tools, 
etc.

› Training on relevant developments, table-top exercises, application 
of bioinformatic pipelines, etc.  

› Support, communication and advice in case of outbreak situations



Contact: Maren.Lanzl@rivm.nl

Thank you 
for your attention!

Questions?
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